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Elizabeth Belyea 
 
 Liz graduated from Oroville High School (OHS) in 1973 and was a member of the 
California Scholastic Federation (CSF) and National Honor Society for three years 
and a Top Ten student as a junior. She was a member of the Girls Athletic 
Association (GAA) all four years and was named Senior Female Athlete the Year. 
In addition to being an outstanding athlete, she was a member of the OHS marching 
and pep bands, playing the French Horn, and was active in the American Field 
Service Club. 
 

Following her graduation from OHS, Liz attended Chico State where she majored in physical 
education and earned her BA degree in 1977. Three years later, she was awarded her MA degree 
and presented her thesis on the historical documentation of: “Organization and Administration of the 
California Collegiate Women’s Soccer Conference”.  
 
During her four years at Chico State, Liz directed the Women’s Intramural Sports Program, played six 
years of soccer and was a member of the women’s track team for two years. As a student-athlete on 
the soccer team, she was elected the first president of the California Collegiate Women’s Soccer 
Conference, North Division, a position she held for five years.  
 
Following Chico State, Liz joined the staff at University of California Santa Cruz (UCSC), coaching 
the women’s soccer team for two years and the men’s team for one year, and was the first female in 
the nation to become a men’s collegiate head soccer coach. Following UCSC, during the next eight 
years she was assistant women’s coach at Brown University, head coach at Wheaton College and 
the University of Rhode Island. 
 
In 1990, Liz was named head women’s soccer coach at Cosumnes River College in Sacramento, a 
position she held for 10 years in addition to being a professor of Health Education. She was then 
promoted to chair of the Kinesiology, Health and Athletics Department. In 2007, Liz was named Dean 
of Kinesiology, Health and Athletics at Cosumnes River College, a position she held until her 
retirement in the summer of 2016. Of all her accomplishments, Liz is most proud of the work she did 
to inspire student-athletes to learn.  
 
During her career, Liz was active on numerous committees including the NCAA, The National Soccer 
Coaches Association, The California Community College Athletic Association, and the first 
Association for Intercollegiate Athletics for Women (AIAW). The latter committee formed as part of 
establishing a Women’s National Soccer Championship. Liz was also very active in promoting the 
ideals behind Title IX. 
 
In 2005, Liz became the first inductee into the California Community College Soccer Coaches Hall of 
Fame. Her most recent honor came in 2019 when she was inducted into The California State 
University, Chico Athletic Hall of Fame. As part of her induction, she also became only the fifth 
winner of the Mac Martin Award, reserved for a former Chico State student-athlete who has 
distinguished them self in their post-collegiate career. Liz distinguished herself by paving the way for 
others to succeed every step of the way, bringing honor to the University, community, and her 
vocation, as did Mac Martin.  
 
Aside from her major accomplishments as teacher, coach, athletic director and dean at the collegiate 
level, Liz also found time to devote to non-collegiate students. In 1984-85, she worked soccer camps 
and led a group of high school girls through the Northwest Soccer Camp to Europe where they 
played games before European fans. 
 



OHS classmate and friend Marsha Henderson wrote in her letter of support, “Even in retirement, Liz 
continues to teach others to seek new skills, new interests and knowledge. She encourages, 
motivates, problem solves, and seems happiest when she witnesses another person’s joy or their 
sense of accomplishment. She’s one of the most humble people I know.”  
 
Her most recent coaching adventure was in 2019, when she coached an Oroville team for children 
age five and under, a team on which her niece was a member. Lifelong friend Kathryn Downer, writes 
in her letter of support, “I observed her with these children and she was kind, patient and very 
encouraging with them. No matter what they did she complimented and only saw the good. She is 
always working towards the furtherance of sports and teaching.”  
 
Liz makes her home in Sacramento.  

 
 

Charles Bidwell 
 

Charles Bidwell graduated from Oroville High School (OHS) in 1938 and played football 
all four years. In those times, senior students left wills to a junior student of their choice 
and Charles left the following, “I leave my capacity as a bench warmer during football 
season to Jack Jones. The view of the game is nice from down there, Jack.”  On another 
page on the 1938 yearbook entitled Senior Special Page, was printed, Charles Bidwell, 
Chuck, “fancy steppin”, gay. (please note that gay in those days meant jolly).   
 
Following graduation, Charles served in the United States Army Air Corps during World 

War II and was honorably discharged in 1945 as a Sergeant. He attended Signal Corps Radio School 
and served as a radio operator in the Philippines. He also served in the Pacific Area Installation doing 
operation and maintenance on AM/FM Radio Equipment and Diesel Electric Plants.  
 
Upon returning to Oroville after WWII, Charles went to work for Western Pacific Railroad for 20 years 
where he was a trouble shooter, inspecting and maintaining diesel-electric locomotives and other 
railroad equipment. He then worked for Oro-Dam Constructors on the construction of the Oroville Dam, 
operating, servicing and supervising the maintenance of diesel locomotives and railroad equipment 
used in the building of the dam. He then spent a year employed by Williams & Lane Detroit Diesel 
Company in Berkeley, CA where he serviced, maintained and rebuilt diesel-electric power plants.  
 
In 1967, Charles availed himself of an opportunity to work on the largest hydro-electric power station 
in Lake Manapouri, Southland, New Zealand, where he was employed by Fluor as an assistant 
mechanic. He then served two years as General Superintendent for Morrison-Knudsen in Boise, Idaho, 
supervising 250 men. Later he returned to Fluor Company in Cuajone, Peru, serving as master 
mechanic in their Railroad Shop and supervising 450 men. His work career ended in 1982 when he 
retired from Pacific Coast Producers in Oroville. 
 
Charles had an extensive record of public service in his beloved Palermo. He was chairman of the 
Palermo Community Swimming Pool Fund Raising and Building Committee that helped design and 
build the Palermo swimming pool in two years’ time. He was a member of the Palermo Improvement 
Club and a Boy Scout leader for five years, even though he fathered four daughters and no sons.  
 
He also served Palermo as a trustee of the Palermo School District for 15 years, three of those as 
president and was a founding member of the Palermo Volunteer Fire Department that was chartered 
in 1960. As a member of the Palermo Improvement Club, he spent countless numbers of hours working 
on community dinners, dances, Easter egg hunts, and building shower and locker rooms and 
bathrooms at the new swimming pool. 
 
Organizations to which Charles served as a member included The Masonic Order in the United States 
and New Zealand, Knights Templar, Royal and Select and Shriner – Ben Ali Temple.  He also 
maintained membership in the Cannery Workers Local 849 and was a lifetime member of the Bidwell 



Family Association. In 1965, he was recognized by the California Congress of Parents and Teachers 
with an Honorary Lifetime Membership in the PTA. 
 
Having been born in 1920, and passing away in 1989, Charles never really saw the legacy he left to 
his daughters and his grandchildren. Grandson Jeremy, son of Nonie Buis, writes in his letter of 
support, “It’s because of my grandfather’s dedication to his community and to the youth of the 
community that my brothers and I do the same. We volunteered with the local youth soccer league, 
joined Oroville Sports Initiative Supporters (OASIS), to help get Harrison fixed up, volunteering our time 
to help with the high school sports at Harrison (running the monitor during football games, the 
scoreboard and monitor during soccer). I, for the past eight years, have run the automatic timing for 
both the track teams as well as the cross-country teams.” 
 
Charles Bidwell passed away in 1989 at age 69. He is survived by daughter Nonie, also a 2020 OUHSD 
Hall of Fame inductee, daughter Charlene Parker, ten grandchildren and six great grandsons.  

 
 

Nonie Bidwell Buis 

 
Nonie graduated from Las Plumas High School (LPHS) in 1968 and was very involved 
in Associated Student Body activities. She was active in Photo, Pep, and Spanish 
Clubs. She was also a member of the Letterettes, (the first Letterettes team at Las 
Plumas), The Future Homemakers of America and the American Field Service group 
that supported Foreign Exchange Students. Outside of school, Nonie was a member of 
the Jobs Daughters in Oroville. 
 

Nonie went to work for the Butte County Office of Education in 1977, serving as an Instructional 
Assistant in the Special Education Local Plan Area until retiring in 2016, after 31 years of service. 
During those years she worked mainly with students who were hard of hearing and deaf as well as with 
other students who had special needs.  
 
During her career of working with special needs students, Nonie was honored in 1997 by Butte County 
Special Education Local Plan Area for her outstanding work with special needs students. In 2000, she 
was honored by Oroville Secondary Teachers Association as a Friend of Education for her dedication 
to high school students as a parent while serving on the School Site Council, the PTA, and the 
California State School Employees Association.  
 
Following her retirement, Nonie actively served her community, continuing to focus on students. She 
lent strong support to Las Plumas and Oroville High School track and field and cross-country teams, 
photographing athletes competing and then posting the photos on the Harrison Stadium Facebook 
page that she personally facilitates and keeps current.  She’s also an annual “fixture” at The Special 
Olympics Event held every year at Harrison Stadium. During that event, maybe Nonie’s highlight event, 
she is still seen walking around the infield with a special glow and excitement watching special needs 
kids give their all while competing in their events.  
 
In 1999, Bruce Harmon and the First United Methodist church had a vision for supporting Oroville Area 
educators. Just after the first awards dinner, Bruce passed away and Nonie stepped in and became 
the primary player for the event.  Now, thanks to Nonie, the event is known as the Ross-Harmon Awards 
in honor of Bruce Harmon and retired classified employee and Oroville Union High School District Hall 
of Fame member, Charlotte Ross, the first recipient of the award.  The award given annually in April, 
honors a certificated and a classified employee from each school district in the Oroville Area and is 
held at the Methodist Church with Nonie working behind the scenes.  
 
 
 
 



The year 2008, saw Nonie and longtime Oroville High School teacher and coach Tom Aldridge, put 
their heads together to decide how to upgrade Harrison Stadium. They formed a group called OASIS 
(Oroville Area Sports Initiative Supporters) and Nonie worked tirelessly on Measure G to get it on the 
ballot and it passed in that year to generate $12 million in funds for the much-needed upgrades. 
Renovation was completed in 2009. 
 
Nonie’s efforts on Harrison Stadium did not end there. To this day she serves as secretary of the 
organization and continues to be a prime mover of OASIS and a major contributor on its Facebook 
page on Harrison Stadium. For the past 11 years, Nonie has spent countless days and evenings at the 
stadium, working the scoreboard monitor for nearly every sporting event held there as well as 
graduations and the Special Olympics.  At graduation ceremonies, she posts the name of every 
graduate in lights on the monitor for all to see, giving each student well-deserved public recognition. 
 
In 2015, The Butte County Office of Education honored Nonie by naming her a Hall of Fame Honoree 
and in 2017, she received the YMCA Community Service Individual of the Year Award. 
 
Tom Aldridge writes in his letter of support for Nonie, “Her willingness to be a tireless supporter of OHS 
and LPHS is truly amazing. I have known Nonie for 14 years, and can say that she is the type of person 
who gets involved for the betterment of the District and the students in the District. It has been a 
pleasure to be involved with her because she does what she does for the best reasons – just to help 
and for the betterment of the District’s needs.” 
 
Nonie does not know the meaning of the word receive…she just gives! 
 
Nonie makes her home in Oroville. 

 
 

John Dunn 
 
John graduated from Oroville High School (OHS) in 1938 and was active in dramatics 
and journalism. While still a student, John drew cartoon advertisements for local 
businesses and had cartoons published regularly in the Oroville Mercury-Register. 
His first published work in the newspaper was a weekly cartoon, “Julius Orvilla”. He 
also wrote monthly movie schedules for the local newspaper.  
 
A 1937 article in the Mercury-Register suggested that John had been made aware 

of the possibility of a career in animation: “A career in the movies was in the offing today for John 
Dunn. OHS senior, whose interpretations of “Julius Orvilla”, mystical citizen, entertains Mercury 
readers. Dunn has received an offer from MGM studios to become an inbetweener.”  Dunn never 
followed up on the offer.  
 
Following his graduation from OHS, John worked for Western Pacific Railroad at the Roundhouse in 
Oroville and then immediately after the attack on Pearl Harbor, enlisted in the United Sates Army, 
serving from 1942-45. He volunteered to go overseas, but was rejected due to astigmatism and 
therefore was stationed all over the Western part of the country. While in the service, John created a 
comic strip for the Army newspaper featuring a character he called “Colonel Wrightflank”.  The strip 
was printed regularly in The Army Times. 
 
Upon his honorable discharge in 1945, and thanks to the GI Bill, John studied at the California 
College of Arts and Crafts in Oakland and at the Chicago Academy of Fine Arts in Chicago.    
 
The Scottish born Dunn’s long and distinguished career as a cartoonist began in 1952 when he was 
hired by Walt Disney. His first story credit, “Man in Space,” received an Oscar nomination. For the 
next 31 years, John was a prolific cartoonist, screenwriter and story man in the world of cartoons and 
show business. In 1963 he moved to Warner Brothers Cartoons, where he began with “The Pied 
Piper of Guadalupe”, also nominated for an Oscar. Following the closure of Warner Brothers, other 



agencies with whom John shared his talents were Hanna Barbera and DePatie-Freleng Enterprises. 
His creative genius was a driving force for the success at the latter company.  
 
In addition to his work in printed cartoons, John also experienced tremendous success in the world of 
film. Noted best-seller animated movies in which John was involved included “Peter Pan”, “The Lady 
and the Tramp” and “101 Dalmatians”. He was a member of the crew that created the movie “The 
Pink Panther”. The last movie to which he contributed was the Daffy Duck movie, “Fantastic Island”, 
at which there was a dedication to John prior to the film’s release.  During his brief work in television, 
he came up with the idea for the successful series, “I Dream of Jeannie”. 
 
John‘s work on The Pink Panther cartoon received the Venice Film Festival Silver Plaque, The 
Krakow Film Festival Award and the U.S Golden Eagle Certificate.  His most rewarded work was 
creating the cartoon character, “The Pink Phink” and crafting the story for the Pink Panther, for which 
he received the nomination and the Oscar for the Best Animated Short at the 1964 Academy Awards. 
 
Amid Amidi, publisher and editor of the highly acclaimed magazine Animation Blast wrote: 
“As a youngster, John would gather local kids around an area they called, “the claim” (now Hewitt 
Park) and he would tell tales of the cowboys and Indians who had occupied the Oroville area only a 
few years before him. In later years, Dunn would often attribute his narrative sensibilities to his 
mother who had told him many stories when he was young”.   
 
“John Dunn was truly the last of a breed: a story artist who understood gags as well as he could write 
them. Despite the fact that he got his first short credit in 1961, well before TV has struck a death blow 
to the short subject, Dunn remained a creative powerhouse for decades.” 
 
“He wrote more shorts in the 1960’s and 1970’s than any other storyman in the business. While the 
dreary circumstances of the era often kept his ideas from being executed to their fullest potential, his 
virtual anonymity today is undeserved. Dunn was a one-of-a-kind artist, equally talented as a writer, 
storyboard artist and character designer. He was the last great storyman of the theatrical shorts era.” 
 
John was born in Coatbridge Lanarkshire, Scotland on February 5, 1919 and passed away on 
January 18, 1983 in San Fernando, CA. His family moved to the United States in 1926, when John 
was six years old. He and his wife Marcella were married in 1939 and they had three children. His 
younger brother Alvin Dunn was inducted into the OUHSD Hall of Fame in 2018.   

 
 

Richard “Dick” Fisher 
 
Dick graduated from Oroville High School (OHS) in 1956 and was an outstanding 
student, winning a Bank of America Award as a senior and receiving a scholarship offer 
to the College of Arts and Crafts in Oakland. He also found time to work on the school 
yearbook, The Nugget, serving as its artist/designer and designing permanent art for 
the OHS boys’ gymnasium (Tiger Mascot Mural/California Schools). Dick worked after 
school which prohibited him from school sports, but he was active in city leagues 
excelling in basketball and fast-pitch softball. 
 

Upon graduating from OHS in 1956, Dick spent five years at Chico State College (CSC), graduating 
with a 3.8 GPA as a senior and earning his BA degree and teaching credential in secondary education.  
He was also a staff writer, who drew cartoons for the Chico Wildcat newspaper, and was a member of 
Delta Sigma Phi fraternity. While at CSC, Dick also participated in intramural basketball, swimming and 
diving, and pitched for his fraternity softball team.   
 
While a senior art student at CSC, Dick, along with OHS friend Dave Cabitto, won First Prize at the 
California State Fair, hand painting a 8 x 26 foot mural that displayed the story of rice from 1915 to 
1960 as the background for the illustration of the world-wide system of distributing rice from Butte 
County via miniature ships plying their way from continent to continent. 



Dick’s very first teaching experience came in 1959, while still a CSC student, when he returned to OHS 
and taught in the summer school program. It was a great experience for him to share his initial steps 
as a teacher with the people and in the place that encouraged him to use his abilities to influence 
students starting their high school years. 
 
Dick’s career in public education began in 1961 and spanned 37 years, all in the Lompoc Unified School 
District (LUSD). His initial teaching assignment was at the middle school, then eventually moving on to 
the district level where he was a master teacher, art coordinator and Visual and Performing Arts 
Chairman for the district. In this position, Dick wrote curriculum for the new middle and high schools 
and promoted elementary curriculum with many art shows in the district.  
 
1965 saw the opening of Cabrillo High School in Vandenburg Village and the principal invited Dick to 
join him in opening the new school. Dick had helped design the campus building designs, and establish 
the school colors and mascot. He also helped design plans and artwork for the School Aquarium 
Program, along with art, logos and posters for the wrestling program. In addition to teaching, Dick 
served as yearbook advisor for two years and was presented an award for Yearbook Production 
Achievement. He was the school’s first art teacher and department chairman and designed a mural 
depicting educational themes displayed at the Lompoc Unified School District office. Dick ended his 
distinguished career in LUSD, retiring in 1998.  
 
Upon his retirement from LUSD, Dick received several awards, among them recognition for his many 
years of service, a medallion for being a founding member of the Lompoc Arts Guild and an award for 
Yearbook Production Achievement.    
 
Dick has enjoyed his retirement over many years in the Lompoc and Santa Maria area. He remained 
very busy with his art and involvement with the Santa Maria Artist Guild and helped open the new 
Santa Maria library with the first “one-man” art exhibit. He was a founding member of the Lompoc Arts 
Guild and supervised student and faculty art exhibits. He was selected to be designer for four years for 
the Santa Barbara County Fair, held in Santa Maria, and designed a mural depicting the educational 
themes that is installed in the LUSD Administration Building.  
 
Being a long time “Car Nut”, Dick has also returned to old car restoration. He has owned literally 
hundreds of classics including 55 and 56 coupes, convertibles and nomads, 65 -68 Mustangs and a 
variety of old trucks. His first Classic Car restoration was a 1934 Ford Coupe and his last, 10 years in 
the making, was a 1955 Chevy that won First Prize in the 2004 car show in Santa Maria.   
 
Carol Paplin, close friend and caregiver to Dick, writes in her letter of support, “Richard has been 
blessed with many God given abilities in art, vocal music and creative writing. He’s completed a movie 
script for a sequel to his favorite western movie, “Silverado”! So, in addition to promoting the sale of 
his artwork, he enjoys creative projects that utilize his talents.” 
 
Dick makes his home in Santa Maria. 

 
 

Mattie Lund 
 
Mattie Lund attended Oroville High School (OHS) and presumably graduated in 
1906, but no records were found for that class. Following OHS, she attended the 
Oakland Polytechnic Business College in Oakland, CA, graduating in 1907. We 
were unable to locate yearbooks from OHS for these early years. Mattie is the 
oldest alumnus to be inducted into the Hall of Fame.  
 
In August of 1907, Mattie returned to Oroville and accepted a position as 
bookkeeper at the City of Paris Department Store, a position she retained for six 
years.  In 1913, she served as clerk for Natomas Consolidated Company of 

California. On November 5, 1914, Mattie became one of the first women in the State of California to 



seek and win an elective office, being voted into the office of Butte County Tax Collector at age 24. 
She swept three male candidates with 1,500 more votes than her closest competitor in the primary and 
by more than 2,000 votes in the general election. In 1918, the Butte County Offices of Tax Collector 
and Treasurer were combined and Mattie won that election going on to serve in the office until 1961, 
a highly distinguished career for a total of 47 years.  
 
In 1916, at age 26, Mattie introduced the method of tax collecting that is still used in Butte County 
today. Cards were mailed to all taxpayers showing the total amount of the tax due and the cost of the 
first and second installments, as well as the due dates. In the 1926 election, Mattie was the largest 
vote getter among all county office candidates. She was elected to public office a record 11 times and 
while in office served as the Secretary and Treasurer of both the California County Tax Collectors 
Association and the California Treasurers Association.   
 
The year 1941 saw Mattie and Butte County Auditor, D. W. Cooper host a joint annual convention of 
all County Auditors and Tax Collectors in the State of California at Richardson Springs, at the time, an 
elegant center just north of Chico. In 1938, Mattie was voted into the American Soroptimist Hall of 
Fame as California’s first Tax Collector and Treasurer. In 1953, she attended the first inaugural 
ceremony for President Dwight Eisenhower and was a guest at the luncheon for newly appointed 
Treasurer of the United States, Ivy Baker Priest. She was named Business Woman of the Year by the 
Oroville Business and Professional Women’s Club in 1954 and officially retired in 1961 as the longest 
elected official to serve in Butte County.  
 
Wallace Kunkel wrote of Mattie in his column, Court House Corner, “Her public career she attributes 
to a dream she had in 1914. In it she saw herself walk into the county tax collector’s office, hang up 
her hat and go to work. She mentioned the dream to her mother and to some friends who encouraged 
her to seek office. Rather timidly, she began her campaign at a Fourth of July celebration in Chico in 
1914. Although she was acquainted with only four families in Chico, her name was well known before 
the day was over. In a whirlwind start she passed out 1,400 cards.” 
 
While not busy with her career, Mattie found time to serve her community in numerous ways through 
membership and active participation in fraternal, civic, and patriotic organizations. As a member of the 
W. T. Sherman Woman’s Relief Corps Auxiliary to the Grand Republic, Inc, organized in 1883, she 
rose through the ranks to become President of the Auxiliary of California and Nevada, serving for nearly 
50 years.  
 
Other organizations in which she was active as a member or officer were, the Native Daughters of 
Golden West, Auxiliary to the American Legion Post 95, Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
Post 1747, The Oroville Business and Professional Women, the Soroptimist Club and the Oroville 
Chamber of Commerce. 
 
She also found time to serve in the Wyandotte Olive and Oroville Citrus Associations, as well as the 
Rice Growers Association of California and the Cattlemen’s Club. She was a founding member of the 
Butte County Historical Society, and a long-time member of the First Congregational Church in Oroville  
 
Born in Lake County in 1890, Miss Mattie Lund was the daughter of Norwegian immigrants. Her family 
relocated to Oregon Gulch in Butte County in 1894 and to Oroville in 1902. They lived in one of the 
very first homes on Veatch Street and later in a stately brick Victorian home at the corner of 
Montgomery and Second Avenue. She passed away in Marysville on October 27, 1971 at age 81. 

 



 
Toni Ruggle 

 
Toni graduated from Las Plumas High School (LPHS) in 1973 and was an 
outstanding Cross Country and Track and Field athlete and member of Block LP. 
As a freshman Junior Varsity (JV) cross country runner, he placed first in the league 
championships and 2nd at the Northern Section CIF (NSCIF) Championships.  He 
was All Eastern Athletic League (EAL) and All Section in track. As a sophomore he 
won the EAL and NSCIF mile and two-mile, setting school records in each.  
 
As a junior, Toni opened his varsity cross-country career finishing 3rd in the section, 

earning all EAL.  In the spring he was EAL and NSCIF mile champion and named all-league. His 
winning the section championship earned him the right to represent the NSCIF in the CIF State 
Championships, making him the first ever Las Plumas High School athlete to run in that meet. 1972 
also saw him setting school records in the 880, one mile and two-mile events.  
 
Toni continued his success in his senior cross-country year winning every league race and the EAL 
championship.  He finished third in the NSCIF championships and was crowned the LPHS Outstanding 
Runner of the Year. A highlight that year was Toni running in The Explore Olympics Meet, finishing 
third in the mile and presented the bronze medal by four-time Olympic Champion Jesse Owens.  
 
Toni’s senior year in track and field was another highly successful one and his farewell to LPHS 
running. He was undefeated in the mile and two-mile runs, posting NSCIF bests in those events as 
well as the half-mile. He also reset LPHS records in all three events. The LPHS records in the one and 
two-mile races stood for 45 years before being broken by Brian Hastings in 2018. Toni defended his 
NSCIF title in the mile earning his second trip to the CIF Meet. His senior year culminated in his being 
named Co-Most Outstanding Senior Athlete at LPHS. 
 
As a student, Toni was also active in Saint Thomas Catholic Church where he was an altar boy and in 
Boy Scout troop 32, where he earned the rank of Star, two levels below Eagle.  
 
Following LPHS, Toni enrolled at Chico State University (CSU) earning his BA degree and teaching 
credential in 1978. He lettered in cross-country and track and field all four years earning all-conference 
twice in cross-country and three times in track.  The CSU cross-country team won the 1973 Far 
Western Conference (FWC) title when Toni was a freshman and finished sixth in the National Division 
II Championships.  
 
While at CSU, he was nationally ranked in the 1500 and 5000-meter events for three years and 
qualified and competed in three National Championships in the 1500. As a senior he was nominated 
for outstanding male track athlete and until just recently, was on the all-time top ten list for the 1500, 
5000 and mile. Toni was inducted into the CSU Athletic Hall of Fame in 2016.  
 
Beginning in 1980, Toni spent 37 years working for California Water Service. He was in union field 
experience for 16 years and promoted to Superintendent of Production in Chico in 1996 where he 
served for 10 years. In 2007, he was promoted to District Manager in the Oroville District serving until 
his retirement in 2017. In 1996, Toni was recognized for 13 years of Exceptional Leadership for the 
Utility Workers Union of America and in 2005, received the William A. Dunlap Fellowship Award for 
outstanding support of the Kiwanis Cal-Neva-Ha Foundation. In 2017, he received special recognition 
from Assemblyman James Gallagher for meritorious public service during the Oroville Dam Crisis for 
assisting in the emergency efforts to save salmon eggs at the Feather River Fish Hatchery.  
 
Throughout his career, Toni was active in community service as a member of the Kiwanis Club, serving 
as president of the Chico Club. He was also a member of Rotary International in Oroville, serving as a 
board member and receiving the Paul Harris Award. Other organizations to which Toni served were 
the YMCA, Salvation Army, Hope Center, Oroville Rescue Mission and Senior Meals on Wheels.  
 



Running and attending local, national and world track meets are still a big part of Toni’s life.  He’s a 37-
year member of the Hoka Aggie Running Club and still competing at age 64. His support of his alma 
mater has helped make distance running a revelation at CSU. 
 
Born and raised in Oroville, Toni makes his home in Chico with his wife of 39 years, Vickie. 
 

 
Jim Shelby 

 
Jim taught in the Oroville Union High School District (OUHSD) for 36 years, all at Las 
Plumas High School (LPHS). Most of his career he spent teaching social studies and 
serving as department chair. He also taught psychology, United States History and 
government and coached freshman football and wrestling.   Throughout his career, 
Jim served as mentor to may new LPHS staff and Chico State student teachers. He 
was widely known as an outstanding master teacher and it was considered an honor 
by student teachers when they were assigned to Jim. Kiwanis International 
recognized Jim for 25 years’ service to OHS Key Club, a student group known for its 

community service.  
 
One of Jim’s most significant contributions to LPHS was his work with the Mock Trial Team, which he 
founded and coached for 27 years. Jim, and different colleagues over the years, worked with students 
after school and on weekends preparing them for local and state debates. His teams had memorable 
debates with Pleasant Valley High School of Chico and the school teams were most definitely arch-
rivals over the years. His teams were perennial champions at the Butte County level and competed at 
the California State level numerous times under his tutelage. Jim continues to be involved with the 
Mock Trial Team, even though he officially retired in 2001.   
 
Jim was widely honored and recognized over his 36 years at LPHS. Among the honors he received 
were, “Favorite Teacher of the Year” and “Teacher of the Month”, nominations he received from his 
colleagues. Students often asked him to speak at their commencement exercises as he was known for 
his humor and wit. 
 
One of the criteria for an OUHSD employee for Hall of Fame nomination is that the nominee has led 
an exemplary life of community service and Jim most definitely has, and continues that service. He is 
an honored member and docent for the Bolt Antique Museum in Oroville and recently had his book “A 
History of the Bolt Antique Tool Museum” published. He also finds time to serve as editor and writer of 
the Oroville City Museum’s Newsletter, something he’s done since 2006.  Other books he has written 
and published are “One Teacher’s Journey”, actually written while he was still teaching, and “For Billy”.  
 
Jim served on the Board of the Butte County Mosquito Abatement District and was president of the 
Oroville Area Democratic Club, and known as a leader of that party for many years. Jim is also widely 
requested to speak at local lunch clubs and organizations, and along with docent duties at the Bolt 
Museum, also donates time at the Butte County Historical Museum. He also once co-hosted book 
review shows on KRBS FM radio, is a member of Write-On, an Oroville writers’ group, and has taught 
Sunday School at his church. 
 
A few years ago, Jim became involved with Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI), an institution 
celebrating 25 years of lifelong learning and established at California State University, Chico (CSUC) 
in 2007. It schedules classes for people either retired or over age 50. In addition to his being a peer 
leader and public relations person for OLLI, and speaking to groups about the program, he also teaches 
classes about the formation of the United States Constitution and never lets the discussion turn into 
partisan politics.   
 
 
 



Ten of Jim’s colleagues stepped up and wrote letters of support for his OUHSD Hall of Fame 
nomination. Colleague Cristian Bruce, LPHS English teacher and highly successful Academic 
Decathlon coach wrote, “Jim Shelby is everything an educator should be: a community leader, an 
inspiring mentor, a consummate professional, and a trusted colleague. Our school, community, city, 
and county are better for having him in it. “  
 
Nannette Walker, retired OUHSD teacher and trustee wrote, “I met Jim on my first visit to LPHS as a 
student teacher. He was highly recommended to me by my college advisor. As I sat in his class, I 
realized what a gem Jim was. He was relaxed, totally in-control of his classroom and had the respect 
and admiration of his entire class.” 
 
Tin Chew, retired LPHS teacher, and Mock Trial Co-coach with Jim, wrote: “In my 35 years as a public 
educator with the Oroville Union High School District, I know of no teacher, administrator, or staff 
personnel that has been more active and hands on with young students, both as an active teacher and 
in retirement, than James Shelby.” 
 
Jim makes his home in Oroville with his wife Bridget. 
 

 
Laurie Strang Sousa 

 
Laurie graduated from Las Plumas high School (LPHS) in 1978 and was on the Honor 
Roll her last three years. She competed in softball one year and track and field and 
powder puff football two years, and earned Most Valuable Football Player honors her 
senior year. Activities other than sports were membership in the band and choir as 
sophomore and in the Older Girls Conference Club as a junior and senior. The 
Soroptimist Club of Oroville bestowed on her the Citation for Good Citizenship, 
Courtesy and Kindness.  

 
Following her graduation from LPHS, Laurie was assistant manager for Straw Hat Pizza for two years, 
and worked at Table Mountain Tavern until 1993, working her way through the ranks up to banquet 
manager.  She then opened and owned Lauri-Dee’s Cookie Bouquets which ran until 2005. From 2005 
until 2010, she worked at the Hof Brau Restaurant in Oroville.  
 
From early in her adult life and to this day, Laurie has given extensively to her community and received 
numerous honors from different groups.  At age 25 she earned the Oroville Area Chamber of 
Commerce Award for Outstanding Employee for her work at Table Mountain Tavern. Eight years later 
in 1993, she was named Oroville Business and Professional Women’s Club, “Woman of Achievement.” 
In 2005 she was Executive Board President for the Butte County Special Districts and received its 
Certificate of Appreciation Award. The local YMCA named her its Oroville Service Club Individual of 
the Year in 2016 and in 2017, she received the Kiwanis Cal-Neva-Ha Distinguished Service Award. 
 
Laurie joined the Oroville Sigma Phi Gamma sorority in 2000 and two years after becoming a member, 
became one of the founding members of the Oroville Breast Cancer Walk, and event that continues to 
draw large crowds and has garnered over $60,000 in donations since its inception. She is a key player 
in that event to this day.  
 
The Oroville Kiwanis International, has benefited from Laurie’s active membership since 2004. In 
addition to her selling fireworks, working with kids at the Hooked-on Fishing not on Drugs event, 
painting fire hydrants, and annually cleaning the Old Bath House on the Feather River, she has been 
the Kiwanis Key Club Advisor at Oroville High School since 2004 and continues in that position today. 
 
In 2007, Tom Aldridge, longtime OHS teacher and coach, and a group formed a committee to float and 
support Measure G to raise 12 million dollars to upgrade and improve Harrison Stadium. Laurie 
immediately stepped up as a volunteer and became a tireless leader of the group Oroville Area Sports 
Initiative Supporters (OASIS), which was instrumental is getting measure G passed. OASIS was 



organized as a non-profit organization that would continue to raise funds for the upkeep of the stadium. 
As of 2020, the group has raised over $60,000 to help keep the facility pristine. Laurie serves as vice-
president of OASIS and chairs the groups’ only fundraiser, the Victory Bell Game Dinner, held at the 
National Guard Armory before the OHS/LPHS annual football game. Laurie and OHS Kiwanis Key 
Club students, staff the event. 
 
Another of Laurie’s community projects sees her as the organizer for the annual C.A.S.T. event, where 
she works in cooperation with the Department of Water Resources to assist Oroville area children with 
disabilities. She is also a strong supporter of the Special Olympics. Annually, Laurie donates countless 
numbers of hours to her pet projects.  
 
In a letter written in 1992 by Joe Evich, longtime owner of Table Mountain Tavern, he states, “In our 
12 years of working together, it has been like raising another daughter, watching her conquer each 
new job, getting married and becoming a mother. Even today, when I meet people who cannot 
remember her name, they still refer to her as Smiley.”  
 
Upon Laurie being named Woman of Achievement for 1992-93, then Oroville Mayor Dennis Diver wrote 
in his letter of commendation, “This is a high honor and one you obviously deserve. The very qualities 
which have won you this recognition – enthusiasm, diligence and self-discipline, to name a few – are 
the very characteristics that will continue to spell success for you.” 
 
Laurie and her husband Ray make their home in her native Oroville. They have two daughters and one 
grandson. 

 
 

Frederick Preston Willcox 

 
 Frederick Willcox graduated from Oroville High School (OHS) in 1927 and was a 
member of the Honor Society and the Drama Club. In the early years, the OHS 
yearbook was called The Alpha and other than photos of the seniors, clubs and the 
senior wills, very little else was there. Frederick’s will read simply, “I will my winning 
ways to Billy Wally.” 
 
Frederick served in World War II in the United States Army, 1940-45, attaining the 

rank of Major! He received an Honorable Discharge in 1945. 
 
Prior to entering the Army in 1940, Frederick served as a Private Practice Research and 
Development Engineer Consultant. His work as a consultant was interrupted while he served in 
WWII, and upon his discharge, he returned in this capacity until 1951. Following this work, he served 
as a Government Consultant, 1949-50, then from 1951-60, was Technical Vice-President, Fairchild 
Camera and Instrument Corporation in Long Island, New York. 
 
From the 1954 edition of Coronet Magazine article Cameras in the Sky, “Actually, this is only part of 
the miracle that goes on inside that lilliputian mechanism. Somehow or other these blades must be 
stopped. Ready for the next shot. How it is done without tearing that paper-thin piece of metal to 
pieces is a triumph for the inventive genius of the Fairchild scientist, Fred Willcox, the man who 
developed the Rapidyne shutter.”   Fred also invented the Double torsion spring-energy-storage 
photographic shutter, 1963 F.P. Willcox ETAL. 
 
In 1960, Frederick embarked on a 36-year career as an Inventor, researcher and developer in New 
Canaan, Connecticut. He is the holder of over 90 patents in Photography, Graphic Arts and Data 
Communications Equipment, High Speed Teleprinters and Typewriters. His patents include:  
 
 
 
 



 Camera with focal plane shutter apparatus. 

 Paper feeding and guiding system. 

 Ribbon and directing structure cartridge. 

 Rotary stepping motor having improved construction. 

 Carriage guiding system and frame for a printer. 

 Squeeze printing mechanism. 

 Articulated ribbon-guising structure. 

 Compliant ribbon-guiding structure. 
 
Some of Frederick’s photographic work is exhibited at the Smithsonian Gallery in Washington, DC 
and in 1951, he was the recipient of the Sherman Fairchild Photogrammetric Award, American 
Society of Photography. He was also a Fellow, American Association for Advancement of Science 
and a senior member of the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics.  
 
For the ten-year period, 1989-1999, Fredrick was listed in Who’s Who in the World and also for 1989-
90, in Who’s Who in the East. Some of his memberships include, The Optical Society of America, 
The America Defense Preparedness Association, The American Society of Photogrammetry, and the 
Society of Photographic Scientists and Engineers and The American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers.  
 
Frederick’s half-sister, Florence Grisso was in the Class of 1957 at OHS and resides in Auburn, CA. 
She wrote in her letter of support for her half-brother, “It was in 1952, that my father got a letter from 
Fred and the article that came out in the Coronet Magazine about Fred’s latest accomplishments of 
an invention to take pictures with a jet plane. My father asked me to take it to the high school, and 
show it to one of my teachers, which I did.”  
 
Frederick was born on August 1, 1910 in Los Angeles, CA and passed away on October 26, 1996. 
He was the son of Frederick William and Kate Lillian Willcox. He and his wife Velma Rose had one 
daughter, Ann Louise. 

 

 


